
Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church
Sharing the grace of God with one another and the world around us.

This church welcomes you no matter who you are, where
you come from, or why you are here. We are Christ’s
people; if you are looking for a home, stay here; if you
need instruction, learn from us as we learn from you. We
invite visitors to join us, but most of all, to return often.

Please visit our website 2ndpreslou.org
to connect with various ministries, or to
contact the office for more information
about our faith community.

If you are new to us, scan this QR Code
to visit our website and learn about our
life at Second.

Children of God, welcome home!

Thank you for silencing mobile phones and other devices
to honor the sanctity of our worship.

For our worshippers with little ones needing a quiet space during the worship service,
there is an infant and caregiver room off the Narthex. If you have any questions,
please notify an usher.

For our worshipers who use hearing devices, please be reminded that
we have the T-Coil system available. If you have the T-coil feature on
your hearing device, and most devices do have that feature, you
simply need to switch it to that setting. If you would like a unit, please
ask an usher to provide one.

* Please stand if you can do so comfortably.

Bold type is sung or read in unison.



JULY 16, 2023 ✠ THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ✠ 10:00 A.M.

Service for the Lord’s Day

The Gathering
.
PRELUDE Aria Paul Manz

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN SING 1–449

PRESENTING THE MEANS OF GRACE

*HYMN 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION read in unison

Loving God, you have planted the seeds of faith in us, but we confess
we have not always tended those seeds well. We fail to learn more
about your Word, satisfied instead with what we think it means.
We assume that we already know enough, instead of pursuing
deeper encounters with you. We keep to ourselves and to those like
us, rather than reaching out to the world you love.

Forgive us, gracious God, when we think you have nothing more to
offer us. Open our hearts to embrace everything and everyone that
you love.

Time for silent prayer.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS read responsively

Beloved of God, hear and believe this Good News:

Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Children ages 3 through those who have completed 5th grade are welcome to come forward

and be dismissed through the side door for activities following the Peace.

*RESPONSE Lead Me, Jesus THUMA MINA

TheWord

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING   Isaiah 55:10-13
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN 171 A Sower Came from Ancient Hills SEACHRIST

vs. 1 - Jason Steigerwalt; vs. 2 - Women; vs. 3 - Men; vs. 4 - All

SECOND READING   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON A Harvest of Hope Rev. Steve Jester

TheResponse
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH read in unison Romans 8:1, 28, 38–39

We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus;
for we know that all things work together for good for those who love
God, who are called according to God’s purpose. We are convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.



GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
We welcome you to scan this QR code and visit the Giving page on our website. You can
fulfill your pledges and offer your financial support for the ongoing ministries of Second
Presbyterian Church. Thank you!

ANTHEM My Hope Is Built arr. Tom Trenney
Summer Choir; Samuel Libra, piano
Text can be found at Hymn 353

*DOXOLOGY 608 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow PRAISE GOD (HOPSON)

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

SHARING GRACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE read in unison The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

The Sending
*HYMN 838 Standing on the Promises PROMISES

*BLESSING
POSTLUDE Postlude on HOLY MANNA Wilbur Held

We are called to go out from our worship to share the grace of God with one another and the world.
You are welcome to remain seated for the postlude or exit quietly.



InWorship Today
PRESENTING THE MEANS OF GRACE

Our life is in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. The Bible is the written witness to Jesus Christ,
therefore it is “The Word of Life.” Our lives are claimed by God through our baptism. It is God’s
seal on who we are as the children of God, therefore it is “The Font of Identity.” The Table is the
center of our home in the Body of Christ, the place where we are welcomed, renewed, and strengthened
for the life to which we are called, therefore it is “The Table of Sustenance.”

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in loving memory of Jeanie Wilson and in
celebration of Jeanie and Ed’s 63rd wedding anniversary.

USHERS
Emily Lawrence, Ann Bowling, Roy Bowling, Holly Gathright, Joe Gathright,

Diana Jester

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Steve Jester, preacher; Rev. Jordan Akin & Rev. Andrew Bowman, liturgists;

Henry Snyder, lay reader

The Summer Choir; Jim Rittenhouse, Director; Samuel Libra, Organist

Evan Vicic, Audiovisual Engineer; Elliott Nichols, Technology Coordinator

All music is printed or live-cast with permission under OneLicense.net #718492
and CCLI License No. #2036813.

WeLift Up in Prayer
Brian and Lisa Houghlin; Sam, Brooks, and Lucy Owen and their family on the death of

father, father-in-law, and step-grandfather, David Houghlin, 7/9/23.
Ruth Wallace and family on the death of her husband, Furman, 6/30/23.
Gary Buhrow and his family on the death of his wife, Ginny, 6/7/23.
Libby Hancock and her family on the death of her mother, Linda Wood; brother,
Bill Leonard; and sister-in-law, Rebecca; 5/29/23.
Carol Harper and her family on the death of her son, Grafton, 5/13/23.
Cathy Martin, Lindsay Cook, and their family on the death of mother and grandmother,

Susan McCrea, 5/10/23.
Wallace Horine, Margaret Flowers, and their families, on the death of wife and sister,

Louise Horine, 5/9/23.













TheMinistry Team
Rev. Steven P. Jester Pastor

sjester@2ndpreslou.org

Rev. Jordan Akin Associate Pastor for Formation & Mission
jakin@2ndpreslou.org

Rev. Andrew Bowman Associate Pastor for Community Life
abowman@2ndpreslou.org

Hayley Abell Director of the Weekday School
habell@2ndpreslou.org

Jim Rittenhouse Director of Worship & Music Ministry
jrittenhouse@2ndpreslou.org

Lorie Williamson Director of Children’s Ministries
lwilliamson@2ndpreslou.org

Samuel Libra, DMA Organist and Assistant Director of Worship & Music Ministry
slibra@2ndpreslou.org

Ricky Case Student Music Coordinator
rlcase01@gmail.com

Elizabeth Clay Parish Associate
eclay@2ndpreslou.org

Diane Jackson Bookkeeper
diane.jackson@2ndpreslou.org

Amy Kiefner Church Administrator
akiefner@2ndpreslou.org

Tammy Kissling Ministry Coordinator for Formation & Mission
tkissling@2ndpreslou.org

Elliott Nichols Technology Coordinator
enichols@2ndpreslou.org

Patty Moody Custodian
pmoody@2ndpreslou.org

Christina Recktenwald Children’s Choirs Coordinator
christinabrecktenwald@gmail.com

Jim Rogers Facilities Manager
jrogers@2ndpreslou.org

Paula S. Roberts Organist Emerita


