
 Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church 
 Sharing the grace of God with one another and the world around us. 

 This  church  welcomes  you  no  matter  who  you  are,  where 
 you  come  from,  or  why  you  are  here.  We  are  Christ’s 
 people;  if  you  are  looking  for  a  home,  stay  here;  if  you 
 need  instruction,  learn  from  us  as  we  learn  from  you.  We 
 invite visitors to join us, but most of all, to return often. 

 Please  visit  our  website  2ndpreslou.org 
 to  connect  with  various  ministries,  or  to 
 contact  the  office  for  more  information 
 about our faith community. 

 If  you  are  new  to  us,  scan  this  QR  Code 
 to  visit  our  website  and  learn  about  our 
 life at Second. 

 Children of God, welcome home! 

 Thank you for silencing mobile phones and other devices 
 to honor the sanctity of our worship. 

 For  our  11:00  a.m.  worshipers  who  use  hearing  devices,  please  be 
 reminded  that  we  have  the  T-Coil  system  available.  If  you  have  the 
 T-coil  feature  on  your  hearing  device,  and  most  devices  do  have  that 
 feature,  you  simply  need  to  switch  it  to  that  setting.  If  you  would  like 
 a unit, please ask an usher to provide one. 

 *  Please stand if you can do so comfortably. 

 Bold type  is sung or read in unison. 



 D  ECEMBER  24, 2023  ✠  T  HE  F  OURTH  S  UNDAY  OF  A  DVENT  ✠  11:00  A  .  M  . 

 Service for the Lord  ’s Day 

 The Gathering 
 TOLLING OF THE HOUR 

 PRELUDE  Choral Prelude on  I  N  D  ULCI  J  UBILO  Dieterich  Buxtehude 

 WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP 

 CAROL SING 

 H  YMN  132  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  I  N  D  ULCI  J  UBILO 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul  and voice, 
 Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today! 
 Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 H  YMN  114  Away in a Manger  C  RADLE  S  ONG 

 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 H  YMN  115  M  UELLER 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 And fit us to heaven to live with thee there. 

 H  YMN  123  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  C  AROL 

 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song  of old, 
 From angels bending near the earth, to touch their  harps of gold: 
 “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious King.” 
 The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 



 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  read responsively 
 Eric, Martha, Henri, & Charlotte Pecceu and Macie  Nichols 

 Deeply planted in the mystery of life, 
 God’s presence lives among us. 

 We celebrate with wonder: 
 Something amazing is happening in our lives. 

 With Mary, we are perplexed. 
 We ponder what it can mean. 

 Lighting this fourth candle of Advent, 
 We welcome God’s great love, 
 Love lavished upon all creation. 

 Come, dear friends; know God’s favor 
 Poured out onto all people. 

 *HYMN 110  Love Has Come  B  RING  A  T  ORCH 

 *CALL TO CONFESSION 

 *PRA  YER OF CONFESSION  read in unison 

 Gracious  God,  you  came  to  offer  us  love,  but  we  can  be  stubborn  and 
 selfish  in  the  ways  we  live.  You  came  to  reconcile  all  people,  but  we 
 often  hold  grudges  and  resist  fixing  relationships.  We  question  your 
 power  and  doubt  our  faith.  Emmanuel,  forgive  who  we  have  been, 
 and  direct  who  we  ought  to  be.  Lift  our  spirits  so  we  can  experience 
 your transforming presence and incarnate grace. 

 Time for silent prayer. 

 *ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  read responsively 

 …Believe this Good News and be at peace.  Amen  . 

 *RESPONSE HYMN  Prepare the Way of the Lord  Becki  Slagle Mayo 
 ALL:  Prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way  of the Lord! 
 Choir:  Light one candle, watch and pray, the Son  of God will come to save. 
 ALL:  Prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way  of the Lord! 

 *PASSING OF THE PEACE  read responsively 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 



 The Word 
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING      Psalm 89:2–4, 19–26 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING      Luke 1:46b–55 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON  Awesome!  Rev. Steve Jester 

 The Response 
 *  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  read in unison  The Apostles’  Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son,  our  Lord;  who  was  conceived  by  the 

 Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius 
 Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried;  he  descended  into  hell;  the 
 third  day  he  rose  again  from  the  dead;  he  ascended  into  heaven, 
 and  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  Almighty;  from 
 thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  holy  catholic  church;  the  communion 
 of  saints;  the  forgiveness  of  sins;  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and 
 the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 We  welcome  you  to  scan  this  QR  code  and  visit  the  Giving  page  on  our  website. 
 You  can  fulfill  your  pledges  and  offer  your  financial  support  for  the  ongoing 
 ministries of Second Presbyterian Church. Thank you! 

 A  NTHEM  My Dancing  Day  trad. English carol, arr. Parker & Shaw 
 Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; 
 I would my true love did so chance 
 To see the legend of my play, 
 To call my true love to my dance; 

 Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, 
 This have I done for my true love. 

 Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
 Of her I took fleshly substance 
 Thus was I knit to man’s nature 
 To call my true love to my dance. 



 In a manger laid, and wrapped I was 
 So very poor, this was my chance 
 Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass 
 To call my true love to my dance. 

 Then afterwards baptized I was; 
 The Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
 My Father’s voice heard I from above, 
 To call my true love to my dance. 

 +D  OXOLOGY  While Shepherds Watched Their Fields,  vs.  6  W  INCHESTER  O  LD 

 All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 
 Good will to all from highest heaven begin and never cease! 

 P  RAYER  OF  T  HANKSGIVING 

 SHARING GRACE 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 T  HE  L  ORD  ’  S  P  RAYER  read in unison 

 Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name,  thy  kingdom 
 come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread;  and  forgive  us  our  debts  as  we 
 forgive  our  debtors;  and  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us 
 from evil. 

 For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever. 
 Amen. 

 The Sending 
 *HYMN 100  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  S  TAR  OF  THE  C  OUNTY  D  OWN 

 *BLESSING 

 POSTLUDE  Un flambeau, Jeannette, Isabelle  trad. French  carol 
 arr. Keith Chapman 

 We are called to go out from our worship to share the grace of God with one another and the world. 
 You are welcome to remain seated for the postlude or exit quietly. 



 In Worship Today 
 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given… 

 In memory of Charles & Jerry Pence by their daughter, Sallye. 
 To the glory of the newborn Christ child, and in loving memory of Judy Brown and son 

 and brother, Chip, by Prentice Brown, Allison & Will Duncan, and family. 
 In loving memory of his mother, Pat Jaegers, and his brother, Ken Jaegers, Jr., by Eric 

 Jaegers. 
 To the glory of God, for all of our earthly and spiritual blessings, by Nancy & John 

 Hubbard. 

 USHERS 
 John Hubbard, Nancy Hubbard, Leigh Parrot, Larry Jones, Ginny Jones, Elizabeth Scinta 

 OUR WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Rev. Steve Jester, preacher; Elizabeth Clay & Rev. Jordan Akin, liturgists; 

 Dick Clay, lay reader 

 The Sanctuary Choir; Jim Rittenhouse, Director; Samuel Libra, Organist 

 Evan Vicic, Audiovisual Engineer; Elliott Nichols, Technology Coordinator 

 All music is printed or live-cast with permission under OneLicense.net #718492 
 and CCLI License No. #2036813. 

 We Lift Up in Prayer 
 Martha Spencer and her family on the death of her sister, Fuchsia Nelson, 12/18/23. 
 LaMar Gaston, Joan Gaston, Page Penna, and their family on the death of LaMar’s son, 

 Mark, 11/24/23. 
 Sue Rogers and her family on the death of her father, O.D., 11/8/23. 



 The Ministry Team 
 Steven P. Jester  Pastor 

 sjester@2ndpreslou.org 

 Jordan Akin  Associate Pastor for Formation & Mission 
 jakin@2ndpreslou.org 

 Andrew Bowman  Associate Pastor for Community Life 
 abowman@2ndpreslou.org 

 Elizabeth Clay  Parish Associate 
 eclay@2ndpreslou.org 

 Hayley Abell  Director of the Weekday School 
 habell@2ndpreslou.org 

 Lorie Williamson  Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 
 lwilliamson@2ndpreslou.org 

 Jim Rittenhouse  Director of Worship & Music Ministry 
 jrittenhouse@2ndpreslou.org 

 Samuel Libra  Organist and Assistant Director of Worship  & Music Ministry 
 slibra@2ndpreslou.org 

 Ricky Case  Student Music Coordinator 
 rlcase01@gmail.com 

 Diane Jackson  Bookkeeper 
 diane.jackson@2ndpreslou.org 

 Amy Kiefner  Church Administrator 
 akiefner@2ndpreslou.org 

 Tammy Kissling  Ministry Coordinator for Formation  & Mission 
 tkissling@2ndpreslou.org 

 Elliott Nichols  Technology Coordinator 
 enichols@2ndpreslou.org 

 Jim Rogers  Facilities Manager 
 jrogers@2ndpreslou.org 

 Patty Moody  Custodian 
 pmoody@2ndpreslou.org 

 Paula S. Roberts  Organist Emerita 








