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Dear friends, 

Two words describe life at SecondPresbyterian Church in 2022: change and 
resilience. Much of the change this past year has come in the area of Church 
personnel. Like many organizations, we have faced the phenomenon of “the great 
resignation,” with people’s experience of the pandemic leading them to re-evaluate 
their lives and priorities. Several of our staff moved on to other opportunities and new 
directions. I am grateful for the hard work of the Personnel Committee and other 
staff for bringing to Second gifted and dedicated individuals in the administrative, 
bookkeeping, and facilities areas of the Church. We also added the Technology 
Coordinator position. Rich Gianzero served faithfully and ably as Interim Associate 
Pastor and will be heading to another call when our installed Associate Pastor arrives. 
Sam Libra settled in this past year as our outstanding Organist and Worship Assistant.  

Another change nearly every church now faces is the “new normal” of church life 
with lower in-person participation in worship as well as other large gatherings 
and moving more to “hybrid” meetings and classes with both in-person and 
virtual participation. Our average worship attendance compares favorably to 
previous years in counting online worshippers. Thanks to your generosity, our 
technology upgrades provide quality experiences for those watching online, 
overseen by Elliott Nichols and Evan Vicic, our worship technology team. 

Through the determination of this church’s people and leadership and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit moving among us, this church has exhibited great resilience 
in the face of change and challenges. Bucking a trend, the numbers and amounts 
of financial pledges to the church increased in 2022 and we ended the year with 
a small surplus of funds. Mission giving continued strongly and will increase in 
2023. We received several new members, including those we welcomed from New 
Goshen and Calvin Presbyterian Churches, who came to us upon their closings. 
Our partnership with the Weekday School has grown and strengthened. The music 
ministry of the Church continues to be of the highest quality. We expect a Director 
of Children’s Ministries on board early in the new year to relieve Pastor Jordan 
and our outstanding lay leaders. Our deacons continue to provide faithful care for 
their flock. Honest and in-depth conversations are taking place about the future of 
ministry with youth and their families and how best to provide for our young people. 

Our mission tagline is “Sharing the grace of  God with one another and the world around 
us.” By the grace of God, such sharing continues to be strong at Second Presbyterian 
as the work of Jesus Christ is carried out among us and in the world beyond our walls. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Steve Jester
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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2019, 7 P.M.

Jean-Baptiste

Robin

Organist

March 12, 2023

3 p.m.
S A N C T U A R Y  *  L I V E S T R E A M E D   

O N  Y O U T U B E  2 N D P R E S L O U

 F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

O F F E R I N G  B E N E F I T S
 

Royal Chapel at

Versailles

MORE INFORMATION: 2ndpreslou.org/ministries/concert-series
 

To make a donation to the Series, or a gift in honor or in memory 
of a loved one to benefit the Series, 
please visit: 2ndpreslou.org/giving
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Youth

Tuesday 2/14 – Open Gym 7:00-9:00pm 

Sunday 2/19 – Family Breakfast 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday 2/21 – Open Gym 7:00-9:00 pm 

Sunday 2/26 – Family Breakfast 10:30 am 
Youth Worship Arts 12:00 pm 

Tuesday 2/28 – Open Gym 7:00-9:00 pm

2PY Calendar 
Friday – Sunday 2/3 - 2/5 – Confirmation Retreat @ PYOCA

Sunday 2/5 – Family Breakfast 10:30 am (Youth Suite)

Tuesday 2/7 –  Open Gym 7:00-9:00 pm

Saturday 2/11 – Volunteer at Peace Presbyterian 11:00 am 

Sunday 2/12 – Confirmation Class 9:4 am 
Family Breakfast 10:30 am 
Youth Worship Arts 12:00 pm 
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Over the MLK holiday weekend, 18 youth and five fearless chaperones boarded a bus and headed to Peek’n Peak Resort in 
Upstate, NY.  They spent the weekend skiing, enjoying the beauty of God’s creation, and spending valuable time laughing 
and bonding.  Many thanks to our chaperones for their leadership!

2PY Winter Retreat
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Morning Joy
Classes begin at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and fellowship, After class, 
by 11 a.m., a small discussion group convenes for those who wish 
to participate. We will provide a syllabus to anyone who would 
like a copy. All are welcome! Participants can attend in person 
(in the Fellowship Hall), or they can attend virtually via Zoom. 
A Zoom link is sent out every Thursday morning. 

Biblical Studies
Led by Dr. Acton Ostling, Jr., the class meets in-person on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Room 252. If interested in 
receiving the announcements or emails, whether or not you 
are a regular member, please email Dr. Ostling at lingjr@
twc.com.

Pathways
Led by Elizabeth Clay, the Pathways class meets on Sunday 
mornings  at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall A and via 
Zoom. Pathways is a group of folks who enjoy thinking and 
talking about life, faith, the Bible, and the intersection of the 
three. The Zoom link is in Seconds to Go which is sent out 
every Friday. Please come join us! 

Reading the Bible
Led by Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of New Testament 
Studies at Louisville Seminary, the class meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor and via Zoom. We are 
now studying the book of Acts, and we would be glad to have 
anyone join us who is interested in such Bible study.

2nd Sunday on the Third
The class meets on the third Sunday of each month at 9:45 a.m. 
in room 251 and is for parents of children from birth through 
teenage years. Class members delve into topics facing young 
parents trying to raise faithful children in this tumultuous 
and ever-changing world. They share experiences and ideas 
to help each other find ways to make God the center of our 
families. Moderators Lee and Vic Baltzell lead the class, and 
childcare is available. For more information, please contact 
Lee Baltzell at leebaltzell@gmail.com.

Sisters in Spirit
A warm, welcoming, and supportive group of ladies that enjoy 
a special time of fellowship and book discussion around topics 
that help us grow in our everyday faith. We generally meet 
on the second Tuesday of the month 7–9 p.m. in the home 
of a church member. Open to adult women of all ages and 
stages of life. Join us when you are able (it’s ok if you have 
to miss a month or two, you are always welcome to come as 
you are able). 

Sisters in Spirit will meet Tuesday, February 21, at 7 p.m. in 
Lindsey Hundley's home. Chapters three/four of  Taste and 
See - Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh 
Food Makers by Margaret Feinberg will be discussed. 
   

Please reply to Selina Costley at sjc@iglou.com if you're able 
to attend.

Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study meets  in Room 251 and via Zoom at 7 a.m. 
on Friday mornings. We will study the Book of Acts using 
the commentary, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary by 
I. Howard Marshall. Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of  
New Testament Studies at Louisville Seminary leads the 
session.                                                                                                

 
NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
A new adult Sunday school class began on January 8.  
Retired Presbyterian minister, the Rev. Tom Sweets, 
will lead a four-week study of Paul’s letter to the  
Philippians.  During the season of Lent, Tom will teach 
on the topic “Forgiveness for Lent” focusing on the 
Biblical definition of forgiveness and how to forgive.  All 
are invited to join in this wonderful opportunity to grow 
in our faith together. The class will meet in Fellowship 
Hall “B.”                

Zoom links to adult education programs can be found in Seconds to Go.  
You may also contact the church office: tkissling@2ndpreslou.org or 502-895-3483.

Adult Formation
Sharing grace …
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Mission

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who donated to our missionaries who are faithfully serving our neighbors throughout the world 
for our December Mission of the Month. Your ongoing support of our mission partners is greatly appreciated.

Mission Partners Accepted Donations List  
 

See the list below for donations our mission partners will accept. Please check their website or call the organization 
directly if you have questions about a donation. 
Bellewood & Brooklawn
• Only new items are accepted - see their website for 

accepted donations. 

The Cabbage Patch Settlement House
• Non-perishable food items
• School supplies

West End School
• Classroom & office supplies
• Personal hygiene items (male only)
• Cleaning supplies
• First aid supplies
• Snack items

Kentucky Refugee Ministries (KRM)
• Household items
• Furniture
• Toiletries/cleaning supplies
• School supplies 

 

Habitat for Humanity – Habitat Restore
• Furniture
• Building materials
• Home accessories
• Appliances

The Healing Place
• Twin size bedding & pillows
• Towels & wash cloths
• Personal hygiene items
• Men’s & women’s clothing and shoes

Portland Avenue Community Trust (PACT)
• Men’s & women’s clothing
• Personal hygiene items
• Non-perishable food items
• Cleaning supplies

United Crescent Hill Ministries (UCHM)
• Personal hygiene items
• Non-perishable food items
• Cleaning supplies
• School supplies

South Louisville Community Ministries
• Personal hygiene items
• Non-perishable food items
• Cleaning supplies
• School Supplies

Shively Area Ministries
• Personal hygiene items
• Non-perishable food items
• Cleaning supplies
• School supplies

February 2023

I Second Presbyterian Church



Sharing grace …

11

Refugee Update

Muska Amani, Toba Sediqi and Karima Amani 
The three cousins are doing well and advancing toward 
independence. Their paperwork is complete, and they will 
interview for jobs in the next couple weeks. These professional 
and highly-skilled women arrived in the US with little 
English. All three take ESL classes regularly at KRM. KRM's 
ESL classes have been critical, but they need more practice! 

Muska Amani, 26, is the youngest of the group. She is 
the younger sister of Khatul Amiri, the mother of our co-
sponsored family from 2020. Khatul Amiri recently passed 
her driving permit test and is thrilled to learn to drive. This 
is a big step; she never drove in Afghanistan. She wants to 
continue her education and work at Walmart with Raees 
Amiri, her relative.

Toba Sediqi, 28, hopes to work at GE Appliances in the 
near future. Prior to evacuating Afghanistan, she was 
a law student and would like to complete her degree 
here. She recently completed needed dental repairs. She 
loves volleyball and hopes to be able to play at some 
point. She is awaiting a job placement through KRM. 

Karima Amani, 38, completed a law degree in Kabul and 
worked in IT for the Ministry of Defense. She recently 
completed dental work as well. When her English is 
stronger, there will be many more options for her job 
placement. For now, though, she hopes to be placed at GE 
Appliances. The benefits and hours are attractive, plus it is 
easy to get there by bus. 

The Sultani family
The Sultani family managed to escape Afghanistan as it 
fell to the Taliban in August 2021. They spent almost a 
year in a military camp in Qatar and arrived in Louisville 
on Spetember 9, 2022, with a toddler, two young boys, and 
a couple of suitcases.

Subhaan, 31, the father, was an interpreter for the US mili-
tary, which qualifies him for a Special Immigrant Visa. This 
SIV status will expedite his green card, which he expects any 
day, and also entitles him to a few extra funds and benefits. 
He is the provider for his immediate family here and the 
sole provider for his widowed mother, sister, and younger 
brother still in Kabul. Subhaan now works in production at 
GE. He passed his driver's test and is saving to purchase a car.  

Shabina, 25, the mother, is working on her English via 
online ESL courses provided by KRM and is studying for 
her driver's permit test.

Daughter Shukrana, 2, was eight months old when her fami-
ly escaped Kabul. She is full (FULL) of energy. Her brothers 
Rehan, 6, and Shukran, 5, enjoy school and are adjusting well.  

This family is healing and adjusting as well as could be 
expected.   Subhaan told us, "It is terrible to lose all your 
dreams and all your goals, all your money, and your home."

We are currently supporting two Afghan families, the Sultanis and the Amani/Sediqis who are both now at the end of 
their official sponsorships.
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A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 

through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

Book Notes

Each month since 2011, a member of our 
group selects a book, researches the author, 
reviews the book, and then the group 
discusses it at our monthly meeting. We 

meet on the first Tuesday of the Month at 10:00 am in the church 
parlor.  We faithfully support UCHM food pantry.

Contact Susanne Wright: (502)930-7465,  
sjwright@iglou.com

Busy Needles

We meet twice a month in the Parlor: 
second Sunday after church, and the 
fourth Thursday at 11:00 am (see church 
calendar). Our consistent projects are 

Prayer Shawls and Throws for our members, their family 
and friends. But, we also work on other projects for various 
groups and organizations both locally and worldwide. All 
ages and skill levels are welcome! 

Contact Bev Wahl: (502) 423-9271, bevwahl41@gmail.com

Paint Spot

The group is taking a break for February 
and will resume classes in March. 

Contact Linda Wood: (502) 893-3330, el.wood@twc.com

Dinner Groups 

A time to share over a good meal, we 
have multiple groups, some meet in 
homes, some at restaurants. Our groups 
meet throughout the year. Seeking those 

interested in joining a group or starting one!

Contact Cheryl Cooper: (502) 417-3999, 
cheryltcooper@gmail.com

Garden Spot 

A new group for those interested in 
gardening. We will  visit local gardens of 
distinction; invite local garden “gurus” to 
speak; and share ideas and experiences.   

Contact Joan Gaston  (502) 896- 8322 

Pilates

The group is taking a break for February 
and will resume classes in March. 

Contact Susan Schmidt: (502) 523-5934, 
puremovementlvl@gmail.com

Prayer Group

Everyone is invited to pray through our 
weekly prayer list on Wednesdays at  
10:00 am in Room 251. All are welcome 
to pray, young and old, new Christians or 
lifetime believers.

Contact Alice Virginia Dodd: (502) 895-4605  

February 2023
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2nd Act

We believe that music is a gift from God 
which transcends barriers of race, gen-
der, and language.  2nd Act has brought 
voices together for over 25 years, and 

with joy, we take our gift to those in need of song to en-
courage, uplift and spur spiritual growth. We meet every 
Wednesday at 10:00 am and perform at various residen-
tial facilities in the area. We meet in the Choir Room on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am, when we are not performing. 

Contact Susan Langford: (502) 897-3789, 
toursplus@aol.com

Spot Walkers
The SPOT Walkers meet the first and 
third Wendesday of each month at  
10:00 am. Our walks are no more than two 
miles. When the weather is nice we walk at 
various outdoor spots; when the weather 

is not so nice we walk inside the Oxmoor Mall. Everyone is 
invited! We share lots of conversation as we walk, and we 
continue our conversation over coffee after our walk. 

Contact Valerie Dreher: (502) 552-8918 
or (502) 618-3732

A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 

through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

If you are interested in starting a SPOT group or if you would like more information on SPOT groups please contact  
Sunny Seale: (571) 438-8393.

Kilgore Garden Tour News

These are the dates for the 23rd annual Kilgore Garden Tour.  The Kilgore Garden Tour is the major fundraiser for the 
Kilgore Samaritan Counseling Center, a ministry of Second Presbyterian Church.  The funds raised provide scholarships 
for those who are unable to pay the full fee for counseling services.  The counseling center is open to anyone, and no one 
is turned away.  

Over the years, the Kilgore “Garden Tour has become the “premier garden tour” in Louisville.  We are hoping we can 
count on your help to continue this tradition.  We need a volunteer to serve on our planning committee.  The committee 
meets on the third Thursday of each month at 2:00 pm.  Our next meeting will be February 16, 2023, at 2 pm at Second 
Presbyterian Church.  You do NOT need to know anything about gardening to be on the committee.  We need people 
with organizational skills and or sales ability (selling sponsorships, raffle items, etc.) who believe in the mission of providing 
faith-based counseling to those in need. 

The committee is currently making requests for sponsorships for the Garden Tour.  Sponsorship levels start at $250.  Our 
goal is to have $50,000 in sponsorships for 2023.  We hope you will consider being a sponsor.  If you would like more 
information about sponsorships and/or membership on the committee, please call our Chairperson, Janet Davis, at 502-
592-2915, or Sallye Pence, committee volunteer coordinator, at 502-262-5967.

Mark your calendars for June 10-11, 2023.



Presbyterian Union
On the first Tuesday of each month (usually), people gather downtown for the fellowship of a lunch, followed by a speaker 
and discussion around a wide variety of topics-- church and culture issues, faith questions, the changing face of Louisville, 
topics of personal interest.  Think of it as a quick retreat with some friends from different places to think about the world 
of work and living from a different direction.  All are welcome, so please invite guests.
 

TOPIC: “Kentucky Derby and Its Influence on Kentucky Society and Culture”

SPEAKER: James C. Claypool, Professor Emeritus of History

James is a Professor Emeritus of History at Northern Kentucky University (NKU). He has 
taught history at the University for the last 32 years. While at NKU, James has served as the 
university archivist and curator, a role he had for a decade, and has initiated their athletic 
program for men and women. He received the 2019 Distinguished Alumnus Award from 
his alma mater, Centre College. He has also been inducted into four Halls of Fames: NKU 
Athletics, Northern Kentucky Sports, Kentucky Veterans, and Northern Kentucky Athletic 
Directors. 

 James is an expert on the Kentucky Derby. He has written several books about Kentucky, its 
culture, and its people. He has worked to preserve Kentucky’s history.

Centre College, BA; University of Kentucky, Ph.D.

Where: Vincenzo’s, The Courtyard Room 105 South 5th Street

  Lunch: buffet salad and entrée, dessert, iced tea

  Cost: $25.00 including gratuity

When: TUESDAY, February 7, 2023,  at 11:30 am

RSVP: If you will attend, please notify by 4:00 pm Monday, February 6 (if accepting) E-mail Ann or Ivan Schell at    
                              adschell@bellsouth.net or phone 894-8440
 

Mark your calendars for future meetings (always first Tuesday): 
 

Parking: Parking is on 5th Street either on the street or across Market (one way east at the  Stock Yards parking                
                sign on the south side of Market between 5th and 6th or at the National City Bank Building   
                (entrance on 5th, near Main, and Main Street [one way west] on left immediately before 5th)  
                              

Payment:   Please pay at door by cash or check.

Cancellation: If you make a reservation and do not cancel before 9:00 am on the day of the presentation, we must  
     ask that you pay. 

February 2023
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We remember in prayer...
 
Bob Nast and Laura Hood and her family on the death  
    of his wife and her mother, Jane Nast, 1/15/2023.

Cathy Cole Irvin, Cole Irvin, Brittany Cartwright, and 
Bill Cole on the death of her daughter, their sister, and 
his niece, Shelley Louise Irvin, 1/12/2022.

Bob Horton and his family on the death of his wife,  
    Rae, 1/11/2023.

Heather Campbell and her family on the death of her  
    husband, Chris, 1/9/2023.
Becky Lyles and her family on the death of her mother,  
    Martha Sanderson Bryant, 12/30/2022
The family and friends of Jane McAdoo on her death,  
    12/24/2022
The Palmer-Ball family, especially Lawrence, Elizabeth, 
    Helen, Virginia, Connie, and Chris, on the death of     
    their mother, Helen, 12/11/2022

passages

Charlie Castner and his family on the death of his step-                              
    sister, Iva Gillet.
Scott Carothers and his family on the death of his  
    mother, Dorothy, 12/9/2022
Ron Suter and his family on the death of his mother,  
    Martha Dorsey, 12/6/2022

Rebecca, Maggie, and John Y. Brown III on the 
death of husband and father John Y. Brown Jr., 
11/28/2022

Louise & Wallace Horine and their family on the 
death of their daughter, Margaret Lynn Adair, 
11/14/2022.

Stuart Allen and his family on the death of his mother 
Carolyn Allen, 11/22/2022

Care for the Caregiver
Are you helping a loved one with impairments related to aging, disability, or a mental disorder? Are you taking care of 
someone who has a chronic illness, managing medications, or taking care of household chores, meals, and healthcare 
for someone who cannot perform these tasks alone?  If you answered yes to any of these, then you are a caregiver.

Caregivers hold it all together or have the overwhelming feeling that they must hold it together because no one else can.  
Caring for your loved one can lead to isolation, depression, chronic health issues, and poor quality of life. The Deacons 
here at Second see how important it is to support its members who hold the role of caregiver.

The caregiver support group meets on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 p.m.  These remote monthly Zoom 
meetings provide resources, education, guest speakers, and a safe space for support and assistance in finding solutions 
to the challenges of caregiving. If you are interested in joining or learning more, please contact the office or reach out 
to Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.org, or Deacon Cathy Hollander.

Hope & Healing While Grieving
Our culture puts a lot of emphasis on happiness but loss is a very real part of everyone’s life. Hope and Healing While Grieving 
is a safe place for anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one. We will meet at 11:30 am in the Parlor on December 7 
and December 21. All meetings will be at church with a zoom option. Please contact Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.
org if you have questions or are interested in joining the group.

Sharing grace …
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Staff

Rev. Steven P. Jester  Pastor &  Head of Staff  
sjester@2ndpreslou.org

Rev. Jordan Akin  Associate Pastor for Formation & Mission 
jakin@2ndpreslou.org 

Rev. Rich Gianzero  Interim Associate Pastor 
rgianzero@2ndpreslou.org 

Hayley Abell  Director of Second Presbyterian Weekday School 
habell@2ndpreslou.org 

Jim Rittenhouse  Director of Worship & Music Ministries 
jrittenhouse@2ndpreslou.org

Ricky Case  Coordinator of Student Music 
rlcase01@gmail.com

Elizabeth Clay  Parish Associate 
eclay@2ndpreslou.org

Michelle Hormann Ministry Coordinator for Care & Stewardship 
mhormann@2ndpreslou.org

Amy Heckmann  Childcare Coordinator 
aheckmann@2ndpreslou.org
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Second Thoughts, c/o Second Presbyterian Church
3701 Old Brownsboro Rd
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Diane Jackson  Bookkeeper 
diane.jackson@2ndpreslou.org

Amy Kiefner  Church Administrator
akiefner@2ndpreslou.org

Tammy Kissling  Ministry Coordinator for Formation & Mission 
tkissling@2ndpreslou.org

Samuel Libra  Organist & Worship Assistant 
slibra@2ndpreslou.org

Elliott Nichols Technology Coordinator 
enichols@2ndpreslou.org

Christina Recktenwald  Children's Choirs Coordinator 
christinabrecktenwald@gmail.com

James Rogers Facilities Manager 
jrogers@2ndpreslou.org

Paula Roberts  Organist Emerita


