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Now the Real Work Begins…

I have heard many a preacher or theologian say that the 
church is at its best when it is countercultural. Well, in a time 
when the print media is going the way of Good Friday, I 
am excited to say that Second Thoughts is experiencing its 
resurrection! So welcome back to our monthly newsletter!

Going forward, we hope this is a place where you can read about the story 
of Second Presbyterian Church and all that we have to offer. At our core, we 
want to be the people that live out the missional call you see in our bulletins 
and on our website: Sharing the Grace of God to One Another and the World 
Around us.

Throughout many of the Sundays in January and February that was our focus. 
From January 18 through February 15 we examined each of the 5 Strategic 
Pathways that make up our long-range plan as we look toward our 200th 
anniversary in 2030. If you missed some or all of these services, I encourage 
you to check them out on our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.
com/@2ndpreslou491/streams). During this series, what we found through 
the prism of each Pathway - worship, fellowship, communication, outreach, 
and stewardship - continually invited us to imagine what it means to live out 
our missional call, both to one another and to the world around us.

You, no matter how involved you are in the church or not, are a part of that 
story, which means you are a part of that missional call. You are reading this 
because you are a part of this community and so as we continue to explore 
these pathways I encourage you to help us envision how we will walk these 
pathways and how we will carry out our call.

And this Easter Season is the perfect time for that work. For Easter is about 
the renewal of life, or, in this case, our missional callings.

So go back and look at what we are dreaming about through these Pathways 
(you can find the Pathways Brochure on our website) and then wonder what 
wisdom God is placing on your heart to help us make those dreams a reality. 
For the Easter dawn can reveal a well-worn pathway that like this newsletter, 
will help us see resurrectional newsness into 2030 and beyond.

Grace and Peace,

Barrett
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Worship

Maundy Thursday Meal & Service
with Holy Communion
April 2 * 5:30 p.m. in Jester Hall
We will gather at table together, share a 
simple meal & celebrate Jesus’ mandate to 
“Love one another.” A service for all ages - no reservation required.

                    Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
                        April 3 * 7 p.m. in the Chapel
                               with Congregation members reading the
                               Passion story, stirring hymns, & Octet singing 
                               music of Lotti, Gibbons,  
                               and Bach.

Palm Sunday, March 29Palm Sunday, March 29
8:30 (Chapel) & 11 a.m. (Sanctuary)

At our 11 a.m. service, our children will lead
the procession of palms, and Children’s Choirs
will sing. Following the 11 a.m. service is our

annual Easter Egg Hunt.

Holy Week Services 2026Holy Week Services 2026

2ndpreslou.org

Walk the Stations of the Cross in the Chapel
Stirring photos and descriptions given by our 

El Salvador Mission Team. 
Monday, 3/30 - Friday, 4/3  - 9am - 4pm
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April
12    Louisville Chamber Choir in concert, 3 p.m. Music of Arvo Part & Mendelssohn
       Tickets @www.louisvillechamberchoir.org
May 
        17, 19, & 21 Derby City Chamber Music Festival  - Info at www.derbycitychamberfest.org
 June
        14  6:30 p.m. Vespers@Second – Service and Music outside in Chapel Circle
July
        19  6:30 p.m. Vespers@Second – Service and Music outside in Chapel Circle
        27-29 – SUMMER MUSIC BLAST – Music/Worship/Mission for ages 4 - Gr. 5 – 5-7:30 p.m.
August
        16  6:30 p.m. Vespers@Second – Service and Music outside in Chapel Circle

SPRING & SUMMER 2026 MUSIC EVENTS

Mark Your Calendars for These Churchwide Events! 

April 2, 5:30 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Meal & Communion Service 

April 3, 7 p.m. - Good Friday Tenebrae Service in the Chapel

April 5, 8:30 & 11 a.m. - Easter Celebrations in the Sanctuary

April 12, 3 p.m. - Louisville Chamber Choir Concert

April 15 & 22, May 6, 13 & 20 at 5:30 p.m. - A Faithful Call Lecture Series
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I remember nearly every Derby Day from about 5 years old. Derby Day was a special day when I was 
a child, but not because of  the horses or the excitement of  the race or the Mint Juleps or the money 
you could win by placing a bet. In my world, Derby Day was the day when the yard became colorful, 
and the patio became a place suitable to sit and drink iced tea. Derby Day was flower planting day! I 
would join my Pappaw each year on this day and plant begonias, geraniums, petunias (my favorite), 
and snow flowers. I later learned the correct name for these delicate flowers that multiplied quickly 
into a sea of  white was Sweet Alyssum, but I still prefer snow flower.

Such activities dubbed “Grandma Hobbies” in recent news and TikToks, are making a comeback! 
It seems society has learned that hobbies such as gardening, baking, working puzzles, knitting, 
crocheting, and sewing have benefits that help reduce anxiety, promote calm, increase patience, and 
offer an alternative to screentime or mindless scrolling. With help from the Busy Needles spot group, 
kiddos from 2PK had a lesson in how to crochet. After the creation of  an 8-inch square, they will 
reconvene to construct a stuffed bunny just in time for Easter. Thanks to Lindsay Cook for heading 
up this event. We look forward to future creations!

Lorie Williamson, Director of  Children & Family Ministries

Children Ministry
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Youth Ministry
Pancakes before Ash Wednesday
A huge thank you to the youth and parents (as well as leaders Todd and 
Toby) for flipping pancakes before the Ash Wednesday service. The crew 
cooked up a few hundred pancakes plus a whole bunch of bacon to feed 
the 75+ church members who gathered to begin their Lenten journeys 
together. 

Open Gym Wraps Up Another Season
On Tuesday, March 3rd, the youth program celebrated the final Open 
Gym session of the season with a “Parent Night” event. Parents of the 
youth participants were invited to team up against the youth team to play 
Floor Hockey, Battle Ball, Razzle Dazzle, and Kickball. A special part of 
the evening included recognizing Todd Lyles for his 20 years of leading 
Open Gym.  Also, a special shoutout to Charlie, Lillian, and William for 
having perfect attendance this season!

Youth Sunday
On Sunday, March 8th, nineteen youth helped lead the 11 a.m. worship 
service serving as ushers, greeters, liturgists, and musicians as well as 
helping with the processional. The service included the baptism of tenth 
grader William Dierking. 

Upcoming:
	 April 26th (12:15 p.m.) — Shareholders Lunch
	 May 17th (9:45 a.m.) — End-of-Year Brunch
	 June 14th – 20th — High School Montreat Trip
	 July 15th – 19th — Middle Shool Montreat 
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Weekday School
On March 6th, the Weekday School welcomed a very special group 
of  visitors for Grandparents Day. With more than 160 grandparents 
and grandfriends in the building, the halls and classrooms were full 
of  excitement. Grandparents spent the morning alongside their 
grandchildren, joining in classroom activities and creating art and 
special memories together. It was a meaningful opportunity for 
children to share a piece of  their school day with the people who 
love them so much. The morning concluded with a special chapel 
time led by Mrs. Lorie and Pastor Abernethy, where grandparents 
and children gathered in the sanctuary to sing and reflect together.

Looking ahead, we are excited for a few favorite spring traditions. 
On March 27th, we will host Mingling With A Mission at Gravely 
Brewing. This annual fundraiser is a relaxed and joyful evening for 
parents to reconnect, build community, and support the Weekday 
School.

Later in April, we will celebrate one of  our most beloved events. 
On April 29th, the Weekday School will hold its annual Derby 
Parade. Each classroom creates artistic interpretations of  classic 
Kentucky Derby traditions, from elaborate hats and hot air balloons 
to steamboats and rose garlands. The celebration concludes with 
the Kindergarten Derby, when our kindergarten students ride their 
horses in a spirited finish to the parade.

Spring is a joyful season at the Weekday School, filled with creativity, 
community, and traditions that bring our families together.
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Morning Joy
Led by Rev. Barrett Abernethy on Thursday mornings beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall 
(the official class time is 9:45 a.m.). After class a small discussion 
group convenes for those who wish to participate. All are welcome! 
Participants can attend in person (in the Fellowship Hall), or 
they can attend virtually via Zoom.
A Zoom link is sent out every Thursday morning.

The class is on break until the Fall - see you then! 
Biblical Studies
The class is led by Dr. Acton Ostling, Jr., and meets at  9:30 
a.m. on Sunday mornings in Room 252. If interested in 
receiving the announcements or emails, whether or not you 
are a regular member, please email Dr. Ostling at lingjr@
twc.com. All are welcome to join,

Second Seekers 
A new Sunday School class called Second Seekers meets at 
9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall A (there is a Zoom option). 

April 5 - Easter Sunday - there will be no class. See you on 
April 12th! 

All are welcome to join us as we seek to explore our faith. 

Meeting ID: 876  9537  7221
Passcode: 40207

Reading the Bible
Led by Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of New Testament 
Studies at Louisville Seminary, the class meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor and via Zoom. We are 
going to be studying Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia. 
That’s usually called Galatians. It’s a very hard letter in many 
ways. It’s theologically profound, and at the same time it 
has suffered from misuse among all kinds of people, which 
would include antisemites, and the people who have certain 
theological perspectives that they would like to inflict upon 
people who are more centrist. 

Meeting ID: 841  5619  9747

Passcode: 3483

Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study meets  in Room 251 and via Zoom at 7 a.m. on 
Friday mornings. Led by Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of  
New Testament Studies at Louisville Seminary.  Specific 
topics/readings are assigned each week.

Raising Our Faith
The class is led by Rev. Dr. Tom Sweets and meets Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. All are welcome to attend. 

Sisters in Spirit
A warm, welcoming, and supportive group of ladies that 
enjoy a special time of fellowship and book discussion around 
topics that help us grow in our everyday faith. We generally 
meet on the second Tuesday of the month 7–9 p.m. in the 
Parlor. Open to adult women of all ages and stages of life. 
Join us when you are able (it’s ok if you have to miss a month 
or two, you are always welcome to come as you are able). 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 14th at 7 p.m. 
in the Parlor. 

The will be looking at “Mostly What God Does” by Savannah 
Guthrie.

All women are invited to attend even if you have not read 
the book! 

        

Zoom links to adult education programs can be found in Seconds to Go.  
You may also contact the church office: tkissling@2ndpreslou.org or 502-895-3483.

Adult Formation
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April Calendar of Events 
Wednesday, April 1
10:30 am SPOT: 2nd Act - Landmark of Louisville
5:30 pm Presbyterian Questions Class - Library 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room/Sanctuary

Thursday, April 2 (Maundy Thursday)
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168
5:30 pm Maundy Thursday Worship - Jester Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm Middle School Game Night - Youth Suite

Friday, April 3 (Good Friday)
7:00 am Men’s Weekly Bible Study - Room 251 / Zoom
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)
7:00 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service - Chapel

Sunday, April 5 (Easter Sunday)
8:30 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary 
9:45 am Adult Faith Formation - Room 251, 252, Parlor, JFH 
11:00 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary/Live Streamed

Monday, April 6
1:00 pm Monday Afternoon Club - Room 252

Tuesday, April 7
5:30 pm SPOT: Book Notes - Parlor

Thursday, April 9
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

Friday, April 10
7:00 am Men’s Weekly Bible Study - Room 251
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

Sunday, April 12
8:30 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Chapel
9:45 am Adult Faith Formation - Room 251, 252, Parlor, JFH 
11:00 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary/Live Streamed
12:00 pm SPOT: Busy Needles - Parlor
3:00 pm Louisville Chamber Choir Concert - Sanctuary (Ticketed) 

Monday, April 13
1:00 pm Monday Afternoon Club - Room 252
4:00 pm Caregiver’s Group - Zoom

Tuesday, April 14
10:00 am Presbyterian Women - Room 252 / Zoom
7:00 pm Sisters in Spirit - Parlor

Wednesday, April 15
10:30 am SPOT: 2nd Act - Harmony at Tucker Station
5:30 p.m. Nature Lecture Series - Jester Fellowship Hall ( JFH)
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room/Sanctuary
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Thursday, April 16
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168

Friday, April 17
7:00 am Men’s Weekly Bible Study - Room 251 / Zoom
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

Saturday, April 18
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Young Families Meetup - Great Hall 

Sunday, April 19
8:30 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Chapel
9:45 am Adult Faith Formation - Room 251, 252, Parlor, JFH 
11:00 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary/Live Streamed
3:30 pm Middle School - at Activate Games & Dinner 

Monday, April 20
1:00 pm Monday Afternoon Club - Room 252

Wednesday, April 22
2:00 pm SPOT: 2nd Act - Little Sisters of the Poor
5:30 p.m. Nature Lecture Series - Jester Fellowship Hall ( JFH)
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room/Sanctuary

Thursday, April 23
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

Friday, April 24
7:00 am Men’s Weekly Bible Study - Room 251
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

Sunday, April 26
8:30 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Chapel
9:45 am Adult Faith Formation - Room 251, 252, Parlor, JFH
9:45 am Youth Breakfast & Bibles - Youth Suite 
11:00 am Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary/Live Streamed
12:00 pm Youth Shareholder Lunch - Great Hall 

Monday, April 27
1:00 pm Monday Afternoon Club - Room 252

Wednesday, April 29
10:30 am SPOT: 2nd Act - Forest Springs
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room/Sanctuary

Thursday, April 30
1:00 pm SPOT: Mah Jongg - Room 168 (Youth Suite)

April Calendar of Events - Continued 
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A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 

through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

Busy Needles

We meet twice a month in the Parlor: 
second Sunday after church, and the 
fourth Thursday at 11 a.m. (see church 
calendar). Our consistent projects are 
Prayer Shawls and Throws for our mem-

bers, their family and friends. But, we also work on other 
projects for various groups and organizations both locally 
and worldwide. All ages and skill levels are welcome! 

Contact Mary Ayers: (502) 429-3415

Dinner Groups

A time to share over a good meal, we 
have multiple groups, some meet in 
homes, some at restaurants. Our groups 
meet throughout the year. Seeking those  
interested in joining a group or starting one!  

Mah Jongg Group

This group meets on Thursdays and Fri-
days from 1-3 p.m., in Room 168. If in-
terested please contact Cindy Nutt. 

Cindy Nutt c.nutt@yahoo.com (502) 551-5593

2nd Act

We believe that music is a gift from God 
which transcends barriers of race, gender, 
and language. 2nd Act has brought voices 
together for over 25 years, and with joy, 

we take our gift to those in need of song to encourage, up-
lift and spur spiritual growth. We meet every Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. and perform at various residential facilities in 
the area. We meet in the Choir Room on Wednesdays at 
10 a.m., when we are not performing.

Contact Susan Langford: (502) 897-3789,  
toursplus@aol.com

Book Notes

Each month since 2011, a member of our 
group selects a book, researches the author, 
reviews the book, and then the group 
discusses it at our monthly meeting.  We 
meet on the first Tuesday of the Month at 

5:30 p.m. in the church parlor.  We faithfully support UCHM 

Contact Larry Sloan: (502) 552-3990, 
larry.sloan@yahoo.com

Contact Cindy Dickman (502) 262-7323,   
cindydickman1@icloud.com

Men Who Like to Cook & Grill

Men who like to Cook will gather for 
fellowship. Share wild tales of your best 
and worst experiences behind the stove or 

grill, and there may be food!

Contact Paul Ayers (502) 645-7202

Prayer Group

Everyone is invited to pray through 
our weekly prayer list the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
10:00 am in Room 251. All are welcome
to pray, young and old, new Christians or     

 lifetime believers.

Contact Eunice Shishmanian (617) 710-8189
or Evelyn Hwang (502) 228-8765

Calling all singles—all ages welcome! 
Would you like to have friends to enjoy 
brunch with following services on Sun-
days? If so, please join us. We plan to meet 

on the first Sunday of the month at various restaurants.  

Contact Linda Watson: lindamosswatson@gmail.com.

Sunday Singles

For more information on SPOT groups contact the church 
office at 502-895-3483 or email info@2ndpreslou.org
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A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 

through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

Wa l ker s

The SPOT Walkers meet the first 
and third Tuesday of each month at 
10:00 am. Our walks are no more than 
two miles. When the weather is nice we 

walk at various outdoor spots; when the weather is not 
so nice we walk inside the Oxmoor Mall. Everyone is in-
vited! We share lots of conversation as we walk, and we 
continue our conversation over coffee after our walk. 

Contact Sandy Bailey: (502) 550-9019,  
sbd1247@gmail.com

Book Notes
The book for May 6th will be PLAYGROUND A NOV-
EL by Richard Powers, author of  THE OVERSTORY 
(we read this) and BEWILDERMENT.
Review “A characterful, capacious and engaging nov-
el, distilling subjects as diverse as oceanography, climate 
change, the legacies of  colonialism and the arc of  a life-
long friendship into an exhilaratingly entangled narrative 
in which Powers’ unparalleled gifts for revealing the magic 
and mystery of  the natural world are on full display.” ― 
The 2024 Booker Prize Judges

The book for June 3rd will be THE POSTCARD A 
NOVEL by Anne Berest. A BEST BOOK OF THE 
YEAR: - TIME Magazine • NPR • Library Journal • The 
Globe and Mail • Lilith •Forward Magazine • Toronto Star 
• The New Yorker 
Winner of  the Choix Goncourt Prize, Anne Berest’s The 
Postcard is a vivid portrait of  twentieth-century Parisian 
intellectual and artistic life, an enthralling investigation 
into family secrets, and poignant tale of  a Jewish family 
devastated by the Holocaust and partly restored through 
the power of  storytelling.

January, 2003. Together with the usual holiday cards, an 
anonymous postcard is delivered to the Berest family 
home. On the front, a photo of  the Opéra Garnier in 
Paris. On the back, the names of  Anne Berest’s maternal 
greatgrandparents, Ephraïm and Emma, and their chil-
dren, Noémie and Jacques—all killed at Auschwitz.

Fifteen years after the postcard is delivered, Anne, the her-
oine of  this novel, is moved to discover who sent it and 
why. Aided by her chain-smoking mother, family mem-
bers, friends, associates, a private detective, a graphologist, 
and many others, she embarks on a journey to discover 
the fate of  the Rabinovitch family: their flight from Russia 
following the revolution, their journey to Latvia, Palestine, 
and Paris. What emerges is a moving saga that shatters 
long-held certainties about Anne’s family, her country, and 
herself.

Happy Reading! 
Larry Sloan                                             
(502) 552-3990, larry.sloan@yahoo.com

Sunday Singles

Wednesday, April 1 at 10:30 a.m. 
Landmark of  Louisville
1155 Eastern Parkway
                               

Wednesday, April 15 at 10:30 a.m. 
Harmony at Tucker Station 

12523 Taylorsville Rd. 

Wednesday, April 22 at 2:00 p.m.
Little Sisters of  the Poor

15 Audobon Plaza

Wednesday, April 29 at 10:30 a.m.
Forest Springs

4120 Wooded Acre Lane

Wednesday, May 6 at 10:30 a.m.
Beehive Homes of  Lyndon

8401 LaGrange Rd.

Sunday, May 3 
12:30 p.m. 

at Mesh restaurant  
 

Please RSVP to Linda Watson  
lindamosswatson@gmail.com

2nd Act
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The Presbyterian Women’s Circle at Second will meet on April 14th at 10 a.m. ONLINE ONLY. The 
group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  All women are invited to attend. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 854  0446  6163
Passcode: 40207

The 2025-26 Horizons Bible study, written by Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter, is titled “Resilience, Joy, and 
Our Identity in Jesus Christ”. In Part 2 “Finding our Joy” Lesson 6 “I Will Say It Again, Rejoice”, we will 
discuss Philippians 4:1-23 Paul’s letter of encouragement to his friends while he, himself, was in prison. 
“Christian joy emerges from a deep belief that God is good, and God reigns forever.” Books will be available. 

Presbyterian Women
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Care for the Caregiver
Are you helping a loved one with impairments related to aging, disability, or a mental disorder? Are you taking care of 
someone who has a chronic illness, managing medications, or taking care of household chores, meals, and healthcare for 
someone who cannot perform these tasks alone?  If you answered yes to any of these, then you are a caregiver.

Caregivers hold it all together or have the overwhelming feeling that they must hold it together because no one else can. 
Caring for your loved one can lead to isolation, depression, chronic health issues, and poor quality of life. The Deacons here 
at Second see how important it is to support its members who hold the role of caregiver.

The caregiver support group meets on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 p.m. these remote monthly Zoom 
meetings provide resources, education, guest speakers, and a safe space for support and assistance in finding 
solutions to the challenges of caregiving. If you are interested in joining or learning more, please contact the 
office or reach out to Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.org, or Cathy Hollander.

Hope & Healing While Grieving
We will meet on Wednesday, April 1 and May 6, at1 p.m. in the Parlor. 

Please reach out to Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.org if you or someone you know would benefit from being a part of this 
group. All meetings will be at church with a zoom option.

passages
We remember in prayer...

Elizabeth and Jack McKean on the death of her sister   
    and his aunt, Mary Louise Sheriff, 3/12/26. 
The family and friends of Keltie Ferris on her death,   
    3/1/26.
The family and friends of Dr. Bob Wade on his death,   
    2/14/26.

David and Amy Wombwell and family on the death of    
    David’s father, George Wombwell, 2/7/26.
Jeff and Paula Roberts and family on the death of Jeff ’s  
    mother, Madge Barnett Roberts, 2/5/26.
The family of Charlie Castner on his death, 2/3/26. 
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